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the various nationalities that had from time to time borne
rule in Spain,

" Punic and Roman Kelt and Goth and Greek," l

all the various classes, nobles, freemen, and slaves, were
gradually welded by the strong pressure of a common
calamity into one compact and homogeneous whole.2
Meanwhile what was the condition of those Christians
who preferred to live in their own homes, but under the
Moslem yoke ? It must be confessed that they might have
fared much worse; and the conciliatory policy pursued by
the Arabs no doubt contributed largely to the facility of the
conquest. The first conqueror, Tarik ibn Zeyad, was a man
of remarkable generosity and clemency, and his conduct
fully justified the proud boast which he uttered when
arraigned on false charges before the Sultan Suleiman.3
cAsk the true believers," he said, "ask also the Christians,
what the conduct of Tarik has been in Africa and in Spain.
Let them say if they have ever found him cowardly, covetous,
or cruel."

The terms granted to such towns as surrendered generally
contained the following provisions : that the citizens should
give up all their horses and arms; that they might, if they
chose, depart, leaving their property; that those who re-
mained should, on payment of a small tribute, be permitted

1  Southey, "Roderick," Canto IV.

2 Thierry, " Dix Ans d'Etudes Historiqties," p. 346.   ct Reserres dans
ce coin de terre, devenu pour eux toute la patrie, Goths et Remains,
vainquenrs et vaincus, etrangers et indigenes, maftres et esclavcs, tous
imis  dans le meme malheur . . . furent egaux dans cet exil."    Yet
there were  revolts  in  every reign.    Fruela  I.   (757-768),  revolt  of
Biscay and Galicia : Aurelio (768-774), revolt of slaves and freedmen,
see " Chron. Albeld.," vi. sec. 4, and Rodrigo, iii. c. 5, in pristinam
servitutem redact! sunt : Silo (774-783), Galician revolt: also revolts
in reigns of Alfonso I., Ramiro I.    See Prescott, " Fercl. and Isab.,"
p. 4.

3 Or his predecessor, Welid, for the point is not determined.